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Thesis: Seasonal Variability of Pristane in Mussels (Mytilus trossulus) in Prince William Sound, 

Alaska 

Pristane is a hydrocarbon produced by Neocalanus copepods that inhibits the growth of salmonids that prey 

on them. Feces that result from this predation retain pristane residues that are readily incorporated by 

suspension-feeding organisms such as mussels. Monitoring pristane in mussels may reflect the intensity of 

predation on these copepods. 
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